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13.30-14.00

Clause-medial particles and stance marking in Cantonese

Foong Ha YAP', Tak-sum WONG' and Winnie Oi-wan CHOR?
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
*The Open University of Hong Kong

Speakers have various linguistic resources at their disposal to express their stance, e.g.
their feelings, viewpoints, evaluations and attitude. It is well known that Cantonese
has a rich inventory of sentence final particles to express speaker stance (see Cheung
1972; Kwok 1984; Law 1990; Matthews & Yip 1994; Fung 2000; Leung 2005;
Sybesma & Li 2007; inter alia). More recently, attention has also been given to
clause-medial particles in Cantonese as well. For example, Chor (2010; 2013)
recently examined the development of post-predicate directional particles faan and
maai into markers of the speaker’s positive and negative attitude respectively. Wong,
Yang & Yap (2011) and Yap & Chor (2014) have also recently examined the
reanalysis of complement-taking verbs such as mzi as a negative attitudinal marker
and stance adverbials such as taipaa as an epistemic-cum-evidential-cum-attitudinal
marker respectively (see also Yap, Chor & Wang 2012 for Mandarin kongpa). In this
paper, we seek to explore issues related to the following questions: (1) How do
complement-taking verbs grammaticalize into stance adverbials at the left periphery
and then further develop into parenthetical stance markers in pre-predicate
clause-medial position? (2) What types of stance markers tend to occupy
clause-medial as opposed to sentence final position? (3) How do stance markers in
clause-medial position differ in function from those at the left or right periphery (e.g.
discourse particles and sentence final particles)? (4) Are clause-medial stance markers
oriented more toward pragmatic functions that are subjective as opposed to
intersubjective in nature? Data for our analysis come primarily from the Hong Kong
University Cantonese Corpus and PolyU Corpus of Spoken Chinese.
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Chinese University Press.
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Seeking Harmony in Cantonese:
Sentence-final Particles & the Final-over-Final Constraint

Jackie Y.-K. LAI
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Prima facie, the surface sentence-final position of an extremely rich repertoire of
particles in Cantonese, so called ‘sentence-final particles’ (SFPs) (Cheung 2007;
Matthews and Yip 2011), poses a challenge to the Final-over-Final Constraint (FOFC)
recently formulated as a syntactic universal (Biberauer, Holmberg and Roberts 2008,
2009, in press). A recent work (Chan 2013) takes the existence of an emerging
complementiser waab, evolved relatively recently from verba dicendi (Yeung 2006;
Chappell 2008; Matthews and Lai 2012), to cast doubt upon the widely held
assumption in the literature that SFPs instantiate C heads, putting forward instead an
affixal account where SFPs are defective categories which do not project. This paper
argues that, while SFPs and waa6 are grammaticalised via distinct routes, the
common assumption can be maintained in synchronic analysis. The fact that some
subset of SFPs co-occurs with waab, as in (1), need not be problematic, assuming the
split CP hypothesis (Rizzi 1997 among many others) in line neatly with the syntactic
behaviour of SFPs as a heterogeneous class (Tang 2010a; Tang 2010b). Moreover, the
surface order of SFPs invalidates FOFC only if SFPs must be head-final elements, but
such an assumption is unnecessary in deriving their surface order in an unmarked
sentence. Chan’s affixal account is shown not be superior to another recent account
(Cheung 2009) taking SFPs as head-initial elements instantiating functional categories
in the CP region. The class of sentences labelled ‘Clause-internal Dislocation’ (e.g.
(4)) with which Chan motivates his affixal account is in fact compatible with
Cheung’s focus-movement account, and the lowering mechanism in Chan’s account
must be made explicit to explain why SFPs lower only and obligatorily in dislocation
structures. Taken together, diachronic considerations in this case do not bear much
upon synchronic analysis, and contrary to what their appearance and some recent
works suggest, SFPs need not be ‘disharmonic’ (in Greenberg’s 1963 time-honoured

sense) within the overall grammar of Cantonese.



(1) keoi m4 gok3 waa6 go3 ho2 zi6  ji6  zoub woS5
3.3GNEG feel say CL word easy do SFP

‘He doesn’t feel the word ho2 is easy to work on.’

)  FoP 3) TP
TP Foc' g

\ Foc® FP i

\ ™ Chan (2013)

\ P TP

SFP //
L Cheung (2009)

(4) [dil poud-zapl], [gei2 hou2-mei6 wo3]g hou2ci5 tp

CL Portuguese-sauce  quite yummy SFP  seem
‘The Portuguese sauce is quite yummy, it seems.’ (from Chan 2013:463)
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(4) (EERHEEE -

(5) fEmgH [EHEEE(ERE -

(6) [ERtEETILEE -

(7) ESHEFH—EEHET -

(8) ([EC&KRBEar ki -

(9) (EREHE[EHILEA FH R -

(10) IRIEFHEM -

(11) IREIZIEHGE !

HEEAE - " [F ) (FRIH R FEDIRER /rE - # LB HEREE T
NP, [§] NP, VP

FE—EE T - TE TEARERRRE - AR - FINLU WA fEy TE

AJEeRE R0 YA NI A [E TRERY 1 ad -

(12) IREFRE B8 - (B 7 FERIE 5D
(13) IREIFEEAES - (BR T EEAREE &)

£ T[E ) REf D » A5 R s BB & (e PR -
SEREQO03 MR T DL T A ERE B (LR ¢



b P B > BaE 1 ae] > 51 s

Chan (2010) #EPRIAEEE T SNFEARAABMETS » NEHE TEREE T
ZIEE T EHENR - DI EREE R EhRE{E (the dynamicization of synchronic
typology) » EgaS 1852 FAlERTR » 42 Fe HAMAHRH /3 DhAERY AT RE R RS -

W& 7158 > [a] 758 > B 5
BE {1 a8 > 18l 156 > 52 5 1ad

AR BIAMRLPARAREELLNZE e URAEST G Rs A T
RN ERRS - TS BRI Z IR T A -

EHBE R BE LN ZE R 24N 25 TEREAE SRR EER - DT
am | B FPES Al EIZhRERYEE A LRSS - IEL—LFT%ETE{JMHE%E% & 1T [E
o, HBPRHEMaSHIRA T EE ) AYTEERIEREN - 245 012 ERIRYEE
EATEEMME (semantic underspecification) °
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On the condition of grammaticalization of coordinative conjunctions
in Cantonese

Kevin Kin Wing CHAN
The Chinese University of Hong Kong &
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Chan (2010) reconstructed the grammaticalization path [verb > comitative preposition
> coordinative conjunction] in Cantonese. Such diachronic change was also observed
in other Chinese dialects (cf. Wu 2003) as well as other languages non-related to
Chinese (cf. Lord 1993). Wu (2003) and Chan (2010) claimed that the word order
S-PrepO-VO in Chinese provided a possibility for a comitative preposition to be
grammaticalized to a coordinative conjunction. Nevertheless, the findings from
WALS (The World Altas of Languages Structures) indicate that the word order of verb,
object, oblique and adposition of Chinese is quite rare (cf. features 84 and 85). If word
order is a true condition of the grammaticalization path of [comitative preposition >
coordinative conjunction], it would be difficult to understand why many languages
use the same items as comitative markers and noun phrase conjunctions (cf. features
63).

This paper, by comparing Cantonese and other languages of the world, intend to
raise the following arguments: (i) word order is an important condition of the
grammaticalization process [comitative adposition > coordinative conjunction]. (i)
For languages with comitative markers be placed between two noun phrases, there is a
tendency that the comitative markers to be grammaticalized to coordinative

conjunctions.
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F (RIEF 2009 35 ) - S5—MEREE R IHIRER S KE TYERCESER > &S
_\%&EQ?“ HFE R (SEE’*“ 2009 ) -

25 (1984) fettIRREMIEE e RV (B = PR EL « (1) ZEFIRHHP AL
V1T (0) & “ééfa”iﬂ%“?%”fﬁﬁgu »(2) BEFILEIRF I AV 15 0/C
7 “SERCEE S EREE ¢ (3) FERAHPECY 15 € U el
P RSIRREMHEE AR © SRAEFE (2002) HE—F 3R » IR B 5 RIS A RS
(ESONa.

Fr& s

R EEE AR <:
SERRIARBI A —>FMETRIC

Ji/hE (2003) FE TEE\‘J‘I‘I%EP“?U”E’\J 4 FAAZ U B o SRR
o0 RRE R SCNIFOR e fCE RVENRR B - s8I BhaE 21 EhRe B2
—EZBEEAEHVIEBRE - BRSO B AR A b TR SR SO 5 HIRE A
VAL

Kim% SAERE (2002) SRS FHlaBat A1 bﬁ-ﬁ'”ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁﬁ%@ﬁ%
EEE S Ry R - BB s “’E‘”TLX?ETm:% & (/N
JIT 1998) Al LA EIRMEEERY AL - M E Al IFRREERAERE R 22 © %R
HAL G = thFAE *EME{’J%ﬂZfE% WNEEEE TP ETR T 5 T HY B AC 2
1 R EBARTGERER  MERNMEEES "B LR RGERERE
Kﬁu%%Tﬁ%ﬁf wEE (EiREE 2010) FHEEARHEE (2009) FFEfRHHAY PAT/EE
AP RE S A E AR EBZ TIHYE[E]

ZIKSUJJLHEEEQ ARRE RS E‘EE’JF_&ET EFS RN SRR A > I HE
— AT YA ﬁﬁﬁ FEfsateaL K BRFE AT » 2R E 1B



T IREEFRE B EAHA - SR ER  ERUER  MERERKE
EERE - AEGE T E RS ARAE - mTRE R Y E A [FIHVEE A B AE -
% ASCE B\ A S 5 AV HE B S R R s A (AT R
5 o fR4E Robert (2007 : 149 ) FE AAYEEL - 5EA(L A DIHCE BCE BLE T o 1 iH
PRI EERE - MEERERV 15 CGER P X B—([EE B (AT
2000 ) - FFHtttiet— G « EREEERN S U TEEE - VHE A E
FONIH [ HBIER - 5 HRERN B ERHEEERE (AR R 1CMEE
—EEEHEE - SCFFE R AT R RS R A WA - —(EE LT 5 s A
Eilstpa B RE S S R N g O A — (B B s M by
(b OB 2005) -
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R -
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Q) EWERE ©  HRLILIVEO=HBMR » (BT =KAEBM - )
(4) EHERE  REEWCKL[] (B0 —fElE - (ReEPRE T —fE BT )
(S) EHERE ©  BHLILIC*EOFIFHERIE - (B T FIFHER <)

EEE N EBEERR > AREM T HAER TL0] L - EERERY T T 2, P
e TLe™] - B

(6) EHERE : AL LIE)=ZILE T[] » (ftR T =ZJLHT )
(7) EHERE © SRAR(EWEL[1e31] - BRATET »)

AR R AL S - — e s A BB A ey TR, B T [e], —#E
ESehEa R - BT HREE T A R A b A2 E%%F*?Efffﬁ

HFEAESR  S5—J5H - HAPITHREEE TR ARy - N BAEERAS

T2l e AR Y e G IRRT. © ASCHETamE S th R E SR 2 EEE -
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BT E KA S EEEEREL D EFERENENER  EfEE - SR
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Matthews & Yip 1994; Z#ril% 1995; =A% 1996; E{HEF 45 2002; P. Lee
2012 5)-fEapk b B e B R A RS I Baa Ei@Eh i & 5% I [V-(R-)X]
(V=30 R=flish; X=1& &) 83X -
Zliﬁil“ﬁmtbixﬁ’]ﬁﬂf AF > PRETERE = (EEhEE R B T AR A RS -

=8B T TR R T T BMEEATEREN TS AR T —ffyxE’J
IATFIEEETDRE - (B EEGEED o] DA g 2 (L5 (universal quantifier)

() &EAEERE (BFR)  BEEERME? (FEREEAZ?) GRASF
1972/2007: 160)

(2) FEERE (EFR)  BANFHEZERKME - (EEEEEER 74 IRAER )

Q) FLEE (FFhR) - Bl 5 HEFEER - (FIEEEREEETE T <)

(1) #y "o~ 2) B TR R (3) WY T T AVAAES » R EMEREEEEE( L
a0 REERFHEUTE BRI (2 Partee 1995 55) - R b+ » &1
HhEEAE TRAZER T 2l M 2N EEIR G (2EEZE 1993; 2T 1994,
T. Lee 1995; Tang 1996 ZF¥IEHEELE THY | AVHE) -

HELEEA AT MR T, A1 T T sEAREEE T 5E4S ) - sEA(E
HIFEESE [NP1-V-V-NPy] > Vi fl V, FERCHRRE (R > Hrh Vo I, 800 T
A o A bHAEET > B TER > Tl f1 T T AVEESRH T oess , E
Sk | EE ) - EHEGERESE T EEE Y &S A (FEIERF 2011) < TR | AE
BEEEhEE T 52 B (%000 1998:122) » e HIRfFasERE Vo /Y
UBEH - 555 T7F ) SAEEAMErVIREM Tl T T HEMHERLD > RE2EM
HRE JE%%EEK—%% °

br T EmE RSN T, TR R T T EEE SR EANINREAD



BE - T, EEAEETH2FE(LAE P BA L BEEE(EE (degree
quantifier) » Bl FaEFTIEZEE] T W S H it e i = 2% (Lei & T. Lee
2013:13) » 41 (4) :

(4) BEEE (FEFR) - BEIRE - GEAEREA [FHifirfkE] )

RS EET > T [tai”] (YRALIIEEEITRE » (BRI ThAE RIS 21
— e o W1 (5) THY TN RESEEEAS (perfective) Bl

(5) FMEERE (BiEh) @ FEsEAZHI ARG - (EgAZIGET <)

Be4h - B EE R AE—— AR T (E T 5EsS ) EEREANERE S -

TP EEEREETEAHENGREER  (HEEEEEY  BEAR ET&HUT
T T AR LThEE (RN - EJECR 2008:325) - T HARE IR E L
HYfEE  ArEs TG F0 TR SRR E IR T o TRIER c BN T T 4
HREEERZER T 5848 0 FrDUR B ZME HEE ORIV ERS - EEN T LIEE
M BINEESEF LR R 775 FHE] (Bl 2012; Kwok et al. forthcoming) » NI
EEMENGT T (] e

(6) EMERE (2rkh) © Aiba JERE - OMata THRIVFE - )

AR T~ TR T T sEAEAYIAERIR - AR R
sAEIREE (THIE ) FIEERE (T ARA ) o DIAEFRTEA R T AR -
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