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Toronto Cantonese heritage speakers’ use of sortal classifiers
Ariel Shuk Ling Chan * and Naomi Nagy b
* Hong Kong Polytechnic University, ® University of Toronto
# arielsl.chan@gmail.com, b naomi.nagy@utoronto.ca

Numeral classifiers, which categorize nouns in the case of counting or quantifying, are
found to be a robust grammatical device across Asian languages including Cantonese
(Yamamoto 2005). While the acquisition and uses of Cantonese classifiers as L1 in homeland or
bilingual contexts with balanced developments of both languages are well documented (e.g.
Loke and Harrison 1986, Mak 1991, Wong 1998), the use of classifiers in heritage context is
known to a much lesser extent. Previous studies (Nagy, Chung and Tong 2012, Wei and Lee
2001), for instance, report a high rate of the use of the general classifier go3 in Cantonese
heritage speakers.

With over 166,000 Cantonese speakers, Toronto is an ideal place to examine ongoing
changes in heritage Cantonese. The Heritage Language and Documentation Corpus (HerLD)
developed in The Heritage Language Variation and Change in Toronto Project (HLVC, Nagy
2009) documents the conversational speech of eight heritage languages including Cantonese over
the course of several generations, consisting of samples of 1* (born in homeland, immigrated as
adults), 2™ (children of first generation, born in Toronto) and 31 generation speakers (children of
second generation). Based on conversational data from sociolinguistic interviews (Labov 1984)
in HerLD, we look at 12 Cantonese heritage speakers, 4 from each generation. The present study
will examine the use of function (e.g. bun2 for ‘a book’) and shape classifiers (e.g. zi/ for ‘a
flower”) in Toronto heritage speakers in both a quantitative and qualitative way.

In this paper, we aim at answering two research questions. First, what patterns do these
heritage speakers exhibit in employing function and shape classifiers? Second, are these patterns
similar to what we see from the L1 acquisition studies in the homeland context (cf. Loke and
Harrison 1986, Mak 1991)? Along with previous studies in the HLVC project (e.g. Nagy, Chung
and Tong 2012), findings of our present study will not only shed light on the ongoing changes in
Cantonese over several generations, but also provide us with insights on the use of Cantonese as
a heritage language from a variationist perspective.

References:

Labov, William. 1984. “Field methods of the project on linguistic change and variation.” In Language in use:
Readings in sociolinguistics, John Baugh and Joel Sherzer (eds.), pp. 28-53. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.:
Prentice-Hall.

Mak, David L.W. 1991. “The Acquisition of Classifiers in Cantonese.” PhD dissertation, University of Reading.

Nagy, Naomi. (2009). “Heritage Language Variation and Change.” Retrieved 13th March, 2015, from
http://projects.chass.utoronto.ca/ngn/HLVC

Nagy, Naomi, Chung, Tiffany and Josephine Tong. 2012. “Classifier variation and change in Toronto Heritage
Cantonese.” Paper presented at the Workshop on Innovations in Cantonese Linguistics, The Ohio State
University.

Wei, Li and Sherman Lee. 2001. L1 development in an L2 environment. International Journal of Bilingual
Education and Bilingualism 4(6): 359-82.

Wong, Sin Ping. 1998. “The Acquisition of Cantonese Noun Phrase.” PhD dissertation, University of Hawai’i at
Manoa.

Loke, Kit Ken and Godfrey Harrison. 1986. “Young children’s use of Chinese (Cantonese and Mandarin) sortal
classifiers.” In Linguistics, Psychology and the Chinese Language, Henry S. R. Kao and Rumjahn Hoosain
(eds.), pp. 125-146. Hong Kong: Centre of Asian Studies, University of Hong Kong.

Yamamoto, Kasumi. 2005. The Acquisition of Numeral Classifiers: The Case of Japanese Children. Berlin, New
York: Mouton de Gruyter.




B "R -B-%, &ENEBERE
2% 2 e
cmstse@ied.edu.hk andychin@ied.edu.hk

HAAEE

i EENEP AR T AEBERN R85 % ) L (&%
BESIEAE (1972 [2007], 1989); Matthews & Yip (1994 [2011]); Pacioni (1998)) » 41 :

(1) FAFEE - (FESIEAE 1989:757)
(2) (RUFIER AR JFBEnEE | (Pacioni 1998:74)

el (SRR E R E(E ) AVERET - RMIEREERE T -8 -
% SRR OO B R/ VR ey T EIFE ) RDE - thEA) (3) M) (4) ¢

(3) PI=f aa’ > RIEZEZERVSEIENS aa’ | (FHFE > (IWREERE) - 1950)
(4) UA | {RIE%E(T haa | 5. $BENHF aa’maa’ ? @5 0 (FHAFE) » 1952)

4] (3) F14) (4) AR~ EFNAEEHEARA GRS © T IREELL T R(EEE
7, - FIERREHERG  REToR T EiE ) G ﬁﬁﬂﬁ"ﬁnﬁ%ﬁ% ", BEE
HY “You, the guy” -

HENEIL N EREBRAGIIRETERGH " % — 8%, &5EEE - (B2 BHEFRE
st A i A AE IEFRER MR — ([ % — 8 — %) B —EgsEsE AR R ? TR
TEEERIE R HEEA ) Frnemhy "% —8—% ) &6 AR - AANEREE
FRHEEME T oM - bR E a2 -

R/ME (/£ /1t -
) {ﬁ([liﬁl/@ﬂﬂﬂ} +{ /B }+ G ALY 245

e BN

SRALEE > 1989 - (EEERFEANEIIHIT) - &L (TORTEhiE —EEE R s
GES X F4)) - &db - IR SRS I IERT  753-774 H -

SRALEE > 2007 - (FBREREREEANIHIE (EEThO) - B/ ¢ POORE MG -

Matthews, Stephen, & Virginia Yip. 2011. Cantonese: a Comprehensive Grammar. 2nd edition.
London: Routledge.

Pacioni, Patrizia. 1998. Possessive constructions, classifiers and specificity in Cantonese. In
Stephen Matthews (ed.) Studies in Cantonese Linguistics. Hong Kong: Linguistic Society of
Hong Kong, 63-80.



85 A
B
FPOREE IR R A

EREHVEE R E S > A RERD 0 (2) BVEE T A WEREAN G
ERY o B (EERRL - AN DB ARE AR - WEas - Plgge (20121 15) f5i T#
s IR B E A ST B AR » A RE S E ERE ~ fRE  INEEFANARSY - MPIRTER
By T A%, - BB ?

DIEEE RO - B > WIREEAATRE - [ T REES DI E 2 | > &5 TR
AR - A (1) - AREFGEE T 40 (2) - BHEBARERER - ILEFAEISE AT
A - AHEEZ T o [EBREV D&Y (3) A (4) > AlfhsR A DAIREZ - 878 (3) A (4) A
F5E3: 0 HEEE (2) HE% - RN EFRRAEEER "%, - B28tEEsE - 41 (5)
1 (6) - Bratgmin EForEy " Aaa ~ BN, o SR NUFREE 0 W (7) M (8) e
FEREFoR Y ", (lengd) - AR " 754 ~ L1 BYRIARE > 40 (9) - M #ET
HA > ForEl - EFEEEAEES > 0 (10) - BR T {EReES > HEBRRIRIVES
WFIRBRBH "5y o AERPERVEEE T - BEEAEIESE A ATRE > 40 (11) » I EAPRAYBS
i SRR BEFES o n (12) e

(2) 8y T —, EHEE - (3) B "=+, E¥%=H > SHREFGE —EnEA -
i UREEEE > AT 0 (6) By T =15% ) E=5 - sBRAItEEGE - [H
Foni® - B T 25 - BT T AlEER] - ASGE RS EESEH R G E TR
At St [HEF R BEIREE SRR B ARG - EEE RO — E E R -
i EFEEEE O AT EAEN > BRGEGHERRA - ALLIBFEERITTTER
R T E BRI HTE o R - (e a sm i E Ay A AG N - BB A AT IR YR

g o

(1) FRE—FF -

(2) *FH— -

(3) MRFE=+-
(4) MMRZE—H -
(5) 7273RE+% -
(6) MEKE=1% -
(7) "MBE=17F4 -
(8) "ME=—+EFT -
(9) MEE=F= -
(10) *FZEH=Pu+ -
(11) YEE&&H %% -
(12) H%&um,E -



HKU Campus Map
http://www.maps.hku.hk/downloads/201501hkumap.jpg

Lung Fu Shan Environmental Education Centre

LA U ATTENTION:
% Vehicles transiting through campus will not be charged for parking,
% provided that:
1) They leave the campus within a 30-minute period;

2) Vehicles entering at the West Gate must leave by the East Gate;
3) Vehicles entering at the University Drive gate must leave by
the same gate.
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